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SHARING MINDS, CHANGING LIVES

Annex 3 Application form local coordinator

Call Institutional University Cooperation (IUC) 2022

1.Personalia

Name of the university, country

Universidad Nacional de la Amazonia Peruana, Peru

Proposed local coordinator

Faculty, department, unit Medicine School, department of basic and sociomedi-

cal sciences

Academic title and position (within the institution) Doctor in Science and Associate Professor

Dr. Viviana Vanessa Pinedo Cancino
viviana.pinedo@unapiquitos.edu.pe

Jiron Dos de Mayo N° 1541, Iquitos, Peru
+51 955 850 853

Contact details (address, e-mail and phone number)

Date of birth 15/05/1978

2.Interest and prior experience

Dr. Viviana Pinedo is a Professor at the UNAP School of Human Medicine (FMH-UNAP), member of the Re-

search Unit Directorate and a member of the Commission on Degrees and Degrees of the FMH. Dr Pinedo is
also an advisor to the Scientific Society of Medical Students of the Peruvian Amazon (SOCIEMAP). Likewise,
she is in charge of the Coordination of the Molecular Biology and Immunology Laboratory, the Bioassays and
Cell Culture and Genetics Laboratory of the Antiparasitic Natural Products Laboratory of the Amazon (LIPNAA)
of the Natural Resources Research Center of the Amazon (CIRNA). In addition, it is necessary to emphasize
that Dr. Pinedo is part of the UNAP’s Elite Research Group, due to her condition of QUALIFIED RESEARCHER
as registered by the National Registry of Researchers in Science and Technology (RENACYT) of the National
Council of Science, Technology and Technological Innovation, known in Peru as CONCYTEC, who is the maxi-
mum government institution that evaluates and qualifies researchers in Peru. This current position, active and

responsible for her person in the different positions assumed, allows her to have a direct relationship as an
advisor on issues relevant to their competencies with the different authorities of UNAP such as the Rector, Vice
rector of research, Academic Vice rector among other positions of interest to ensure the final success of the I[UC
program.
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Dr. Viviana Pinedo has been part of the research professors responsible for the Basic Quality Conditions (CBC)
of the Laboratory of Natural Antiparasitic Products of the Amazon (LIPNAA) of UNAP, in the process of Licensing,
which was granted at the beginning of the 2019, by the National Superintendence of Higher University Education
(SUNEDVU), institution responsible for validating the licensing authorizing the operation of UNAP as higher edu-
cation. She was in charge of formulating and proposing the normative documents, within the scope of her com-
petence, as well as the direction on the matters within her competence. Due to her excellent work displaying
proactivity and great responsibility, Dr. Pinedo was appointed as a member of the committee responsible to
provide the Basic Quality Conditions (CBC) at the Faculty of Medicine to obtain the university license of operation
given by SUNEDU (UNAP was licensed first of February 2019).

Dr. Viviana Pinedo is a smart, proactive and hard-working young scientist. In the last year, she launched several
joint research projects, obtained funding from the Peruvian National Science Council (FONDECYT) and estab-
lished an institutional agreement between UNAP and US Naval Medical Research Unit 6 (NAMRU-6 settled in
Lima, Peru). She is one of the very few female PhD scientists in the whole Peruvian Amazon and has the potential
to be a leader in the field. Dr. Pinedo’s current research strengthened our collaboration between academic and
private (eg. Asociacion Benefica Prisma) partners, and is allowing our students to work with an exceptionally
well-trained Peruvian scientist.

She has the necessary experience directing, guiding, supervising, coordinating and planning the viability of re-
search projects and/or strategic management of national and international funds received for the execution of
projects with a duration of more than 3 years. Among the funds received and managed were the North Pacific
Global Health Research Fellows’ Training Consortium funded by NIH-Fogarty (USA, 2015-2016) and the Na-
tional Fund of Innovate Peru, of the National Innovation Program for Competitiveness and Productivity of the
Ministry of Production. She is currently Principal Investigator and/or Coordinator of the different projects as:
“Effects of Zika virus infection on male fertility markers”, “Neurological syndromes of Persons living with HIV”,
“Asymptomatic malaria and population movement in the Peruvian Amazon and "Pilot study of infection screening
by Trypanosoma cruzi, HTLV and Strongyloides in pregnant women in the Peruvian Amazon” that are developed
in the laboratories under her responsibility that are executed with national and international funds.

Dr. Viviana Pinedo currently works on topics related to Molecular Biology and Immunology, Genetics, Bio-
assays and Cell Culture, to achieve the objectives of the research and capacity building with Universidad
Peruana Cayetano Heredia (Lima), Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos (Lima) and Universidad
Nacional de San Agustin de Arequipa (Arequipa) or international collaborators: University of Antwerp (Bel-
gium: VLIR JOINT Project), University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill (USA, project “Effects of Zika virus
infection on male fertility markers”); University of Jonhs Hopkins, Baltimore (USA, project “Neurological syn-
dromes of Persons living with HIV”); University of California, San Francisco (USA, project “Asymptomatic
malaria and population movement in the Peruvian Amazon”); Universidad Miguel Hernandez de Elche, Ali-
cante (Spain, project "Pilot study of infection screening by Trypanosoma cruzi, HTLV and Strongyloides in
pregnant women in the Peruvian Amazon”); in activities planned as: 1) Generation of laboratory-based in-
formation on tropical and infectious diseases of public interest, as well as emerging and re-emerging dis-
eases affecting the Amazon population in general; 2) Strengthening the capacity of the parties for research
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and response, incorporating social, economic, climatic and diagnostic indicators for the detection of epi-
demic outbreaks and other emergencies and disasters, through the use of new research and diagnostic
techniques; 3) Implementation of joint research activities, exchange of samples and data for research pur-
poses, organizing scientific meetings and promoting the development of collaborative publications.

As a professor at UNAP she has advised 4 undergraduate thesis students and is currently advising 3 undergrad-
uate theses and 1 master's thesis. She was a Postdoctoral researcher at the University of Washington (USA)
and UNAP (period 2015-2016) within the North Pacific Global Health Research Fellows’ Training Consortium
funded by NIH-Fogarty (USA), to work on the research project “Naturally acquired immune responses against
Plasmodium falciparum and Plasmodium vivax infection in a region of low endemicity. Currently, she is also local
UNAP promoter of the VLIR Joint-2019-2021 on “Improved infectious diseases control in Peru through

sustainable capacity building for bioinformatics and genome seqguencing” between UAntwerpen, UPCH
and UNSA.

Among the international cooperation with the English language is the institutional agreement of UNAP with
NAMRU-6 where Dr. Viviana Pinedo, because of her fluency in English, was the coordinator and researcher of
the joint projects. She was a Postdoctoral student in Global Health from the University of Washington, USA, and
was constantly traveling for training and/or lab/data analysis. Currently, she is a principal investigator at the
Iquitos branch and local coordinator of the collaborative project “Effects of Zika virus infection on male fertility
markers” between UNAP and the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, USA; project “Neurological syndromes
of Persons living with HIV” between UNAP and University of Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, USA; “She is an inter-
national consultant to the American Institutional Review Group (Western Institutional Review Board (WIRB) -
Copernicus Group Company) for her scientific experience and knowledge of laboratory processing with highly
specialized technology, complemented by different training received nationally and internationally. Finally as
mentioned before.

Before obtaining her PhD, besides Iquitos, Dr. Pinedo has been working in different regions of Peru (e.g. Lima,
Arequipa (2001 to 2007) and has develop a profound understanding about the society and university systems in
Peru. Dr. Pinedo has performed her PhD at Sao Paulo university in Sdo Paulo, Brazil (2007-2013) on tropical
infectious diseases and she is also fluent in Portuguese. After her PhD studies she decided to come back to
lquitos to empower her university and promote the improvement of the quality of life of local people (e.g. per-
forming mainly research on endemic infectious diseases and training local students and health professionals).

3.Views on cooperation and role of a coordinator

The IUC cooperation is a unique beneficial institutional strengthening opportunity for UNAP with Flemish aca-
demic institutions with extensive experience and high global recognition, which can help us achieve our strategic
institutional objectives, creating important opportunities for technology transfer, mentoring and capacity building
with social responsibility to support with the improvement of the quality of life of the Amazon population. In addi-
tion, this IUC cooperation between UNAP and Flemish universities, gives us the opportunity to exchange con-
cepts, work methodologies and culture both between faculty and students, to know and learn from distant and
different societies. In this regard, the UNAP faculty group who support the VLIUR IUC proposal proposes Dr.
Viviana Pinedo as local coordinator after taking into account her previous and current work experience and
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exceptional managerial skills demonstrated during the coordination of national and international. In addition to
being one of the few females’ doctors in the Amazon with leadership in the field that will give viability and fluidity
of the program directing, guiding, supervising, coordinating and planning research projects and / or strategic
management of IUC program funds.

If UNAP is considered for the next stage of the 2022-2026 cooperation, Dr. Viviana Pinedo would dedicate 70%
of her responsibilities for coordination and/or research of exclusive dedication to guarantee the viability of the
cooperation, not assuming further commitments in this area at UNAP.

4. Annexes to be added

Attached to this document CV in English, max. 2 pages
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