EVENT REPORT
Project Partner: Carbon Market Watch
Title of the event: EU Green Deal and NECPs: Is Europe on the right pathway to
becoming the first climate-neutral continent?
Date & location: Tuesday 21st January 2020; Scotland House Rond-point Robert
Schuman 6, 1040 Bruxelles
Organiser(s): Carbon Market Watch
Number of Participants: ?

Summary of the event - Day 1

On 21 January, PlanUp organised a high-level event with representatives from
the European Commission, European Parliament and the Council as well as civil
society and academia to discuss the role that the National Energy and Climate
Plans (NECPs) can play to help Europe meet its climate-neutrality goal.
Two panels of high-level speakers, intermitted by a scientific presentation,
discussed the role of the EU Green Deal in driving climate action from different
perspectives.
The first panel was introduced by Diederik Samsom (Head of Cabinet Executive
Vice-President Mr Timmermans) who gave an introductory statement on the EU
Green Deal to spark the discussion.
His speech was followed by reactive statements from the panellists and a
follow-up discussion on the topics presented by Mr Samsom.
After the first panel discussion, Michiel Schaeffer, Science Director at Climate
Analytics, gave a presentation on the results of latest scientific research on risks
and impacts of climate change and the implications that the Paris Agreement
has on decarbonisation worldwide.
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The second set of panellists was kickstarted by Ms Paula Pinho, Head of Uniti at
DG Energy and discussed more in detail the role that National Energy and
Climate Plans (NECPs) play in the EU Green Deal. The discussion was then
carried forward by reactive statements from the other speakers on the panel.
The conference brought together a variety of speakers with different roles and
backgrounds to discuss one of the most important topics on the EU’s agenda:
climate action.
Policymakers, civil society, industry and academia discussed the progress
towards the European
Union's mid-and long-term climate and energy objectives and took stock of the
NECPs preparation across the EU Member States.

Objective and main programme point
Please explain the objective of the event and the main discussion points.

The objective of this event was to bring together a variety of speakers to discuss
EU climate policy and in particular the role that the EU Green Deal and National
Energy and Climate Plans play to increase and implement climate action at EU
and international level.

Diederik Samsom - Introductory speech
Mr Samsom gave an overview of the recently published EU Green Deal and its
future development, in particular with regard to its coherence with climate
ambition and just transition mechanisms.
He stated that the EU Green Deal is a different policy tool because of its
ambition, its comprehensiveness and its aim to make the climate transition just.
He also illustrated the European Commission’s timeline and next steps,
highlighting, in particular, the importance of the impact assessment to set a new
enhanced emission reduction target by 2030, the EU industrial strategy and
circular economy action plan and the strategy on biodiversity.
With regard to the impact assessment, he underlined the crucial role that the EU
Climate Law will play in increasing EU’s climate action both in the mid and long
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term. The structure of this law will allow the EU to have a clear goal and vision
on how to achieve it as well as a regular 5-year assessment to check whether
the EU is on the right track.
Mr Samsom also highlighted the
crucial role that European industry
plays in the clean transition and
announced that the industrial
strategy and the circular economy
action plan will be two faces of the
same coin. “Circular Economy
action plan that will be published
on 4 March will be the new
industrial strategy for Europe. It
will change the way we produce,
design, consume and dispose of
things”, he said.
Before concluding his speech, Mr Samsom also reflected on the implications
that the EU Green Deal has on different elements such as social dimension,
economy, international relations, etc..
He recognised that this effort will touch all sectors of society and that will
require everyone to play his part “The massive change of society like we are
trying to make is not top-down (nor bottom-up), it has to be a tango”.

Patrick Ten Brink - EEB
Patrick Ten Brink, Director of EU policy
at the European Environmental
Bureau, was the first speaker to react
to Mr Samsom’s speech. Mr Ten Brink
focused on the important role that EU
public spending plays in the green
transition. “EU public money is an
essential catalyst of climate ambition
[..] it is estimated that we will need 1.3
trillion euros a year to meet the 2030
target”.
Mr Ten Brink then proceeded to explain how public funding should be best put
to work to power the transition towards a climate-friendly economy. He
mentioned the need for real climate mainstreaming of all major EU funding
instruments, which include the Common Agriculture Policy, just transition fund,
Cohesion policy and research and innovation.
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Ludovic Voet - ETUC
Ludovic Voet, Confederal Secretary at European Trade Union Confederation
(ETUC), welcomed the EU Green Deal and spoke about the perspective and role
of workers in the climate transition. Mr Voet explained how crucial just
transition funding will be to support certain regions in Europe:
“The Just Transition Mechanism has to be improved because every country should
have a just transition strategy not only those that get the money. Public
acceptance is crucial”.
According to Mr Voet, essential elements of just transition strategies include:
- Adequate social protection and training programmes for workers
- Diversification of activities in the regions (quality jobs are created in
compensation for those lost due to the transition)
- Sector-specific approaches

Moreover, Mr Voet added that just transition strategies should be done in the
framework of the NECPs and that trade unions should be part of this process as
watchdogs to ensure that good measures are put in place. “Workers and
businesses have to have a say through social dialogue.
Tools can be developed at many levels - sector, national, local, regional and
company level”.
He also called on the Member States to reinforce an obligation to involve trade
unions in the NECPs and adaptation plans.

Martin Porter - CISL
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Martin Porter, Executive Chair of the Corporate Leaders Group talked about the
opportunities that the EU Green Deal provides to the business sector. “The EU
green deal and climate neutrality are very important and central to the European
project. It is crucial for businesses as it gives them confidence they can start
planning towards”.
Mr. Porter highlighted the importance of giving clarity to industry for investment
decisions. He also underlined that the signal that this gives globally should not
be underestimated. However, he also warned that the delivery on the set
objectives will be equally important.
The industrial strategy and the
circular economy action plan
are critically important and will
require a paradigm shift. “The
starting point is much too linear.
This challenge is steep.
Businesses are keen on this as it
delivers efficiency and savings. It
drives a new perspective on how
to approach innovation and puts
emphasis on how to rethink
production”.
The industrial strategy will need to tackle many issues and open questions,
including how reaching climate neutrality by 2050 will deliver investments in
Europe. “Businesses want that to be the case but it’s a challenge. So this
strategy will be key to tackling this”.

William Todts - T&E
William Tods, Executive Director at Transport & Environment, commented on the
EU Green Deal and the monumental challenge it entails. “The N
 ECPs show that
the Effort Sharing Regulation is lacking a good instrument that enforces the
achievement of climate targets”.
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Mr Tods proceeded to talk more specifically about the core topic that Transport
& Environment works on. He emphasised the need to address transport as one
of the main sources of emissions in Europe. “Decarbonising the economy is
essential. Two sectors escaped our attention: shipping and aviation”.

Mr Tods however explained that it should be the role of the Climate Law to
address transport emissions and not for the EU Emission Trading System (EU
ETS). He warned that including road transport under the EU ETS would risk
watering down existing tools to cut pollution from cars while doing nothing to
help the climate.

Keynote speech by Michiel Schaeffer, Climate Analytics
Michiel Schaeffer, Science Director at Climate Analytics provided the perspective
of the scientific community. After giving a detailed update on climate change
risks and impacts on a
global scale, he proceeded
to illustrate global
emissions pathways
compatible with the Paris
Agreement.
“Keeping global
temperature rise at 1.5
degrees has significant
benefits when it comes to
managing climate-related
risks - and governments
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should pay more attention to this”.
Mr Schaeffer also noted that most countries’, including the EU’s current
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) are insufficient to achieve the
objectives of the Paris Agreement.

Paula Pinho - DG Energy, European Commission
Paula Pinho, Head of Unit at DG Energy, started by giving a brief summary of the
National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs) process and next steps. She also
explained that the NECPs should be considered core tools for climate and
energy policy in the coming years. When challenged with the question “Are the
NECPs already obsolete [in view of the increase of the 2030 target]?”, she
reinforced her message saying that the NECPs are still an excellent tool to see
how member states will be involved and will make progress towards the
enhanced target.
“The NECPs are evolving plans
that can integrate new ambition
which makes them perfect tools
to accompany countries through
the transition”.
Ms Pinho continued explaining
that the big change that these
plans brought was to enable
looking at energy policy in a
holistic and coordinated way. They show what the policy areas where member
states can work together are and help identify best practices across the EU.
“For many challenges, there are already many solutions. The notification of the
final plans is the start of the journey”.

Peter Liese - Member of the European Parliament
Peter Liese, Member of the European Parliament (EPP group), talked about the
importance of the objective of reaching carbon neutrality by 2050. In this
context, he briefly mentioned the development of the German National Energy
and Climate Plan and the crucial role that member states have in designing
strong climate policies at the national level.
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However, he then also reminded the audience of the importance of shared effort
in the transition to climate neutrality: “It’s important for member states not to
leave responsibility to achieve the targets and fight climate change to others”.
He, in particular, referred to a
recent vote in the European
Parliament where a majority of
MEPs voted to increase the 2030
emission reduction target to 55%. In
this context, Mr Liese warned
against inconsistent behaviour
inside the European Parliament and
voiced his concerns about the
likelihood for Europe to achieve
such an ambitious target.
He explained that on the 2030 target the EPP group is quite united on at least
50%, while they have concerns about how realistic a 55% target is. “The NECPs
would only bring us (if strictly implemented) to 45%. There is already a gap, even
with coal phase-out. 55% is again more and I am not sure it is feasible. 50% is
not at all a given. 55% is a huge step and can only be justified if the impact
assessment shows that it can be achieved at a reasonable cost”.
Mr Liese also stated that he was in favour of carbon pricing for all sectors that
would increase revenues that could feed the just transition fund.
“Existing legislation at EU level is not enough for achieving the targets. EPP is for
binding targets and the Commission should set some”.

Lian Merkx, Programme Manager Energy Transition, Association of
Dutch municipalities
Lian Merkx gave a presentation explaining
the Dutch Climate Agreement and
challenges faced in the participatory
process used for its development.
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Wolfgang Vittorio D’Innocenzo, Energy Attaché – Permanent
Representation of Italy to the EU
Wolfang D’Innocenzo presented a short
summary of the NECP process in Italy
and the strategic environmental
assessment that was ongoing at the
time of the event.
He also explained some of the
specificities that Italy faces with regard
to energy and climate policy
“We are the special ones,” he said. Energy is a concurrent matter of the country
and the region, which makes it more challenging to implement when there is no
agreement. Disagreement requires legal battle.
As representative of the Italian government, D’Innocenzo stated that Italy would
be in favour of increased climate ambition, also in the mid-term (2030). He also
warned that the most important thing for Italy is to start implementing the plan
and be able to rely on a strong energy market that works and has no price
difference.

Quentin Genard – E3G Acting head of Brussels office
Quentin Genard gave a presentation on the
NECPs and Green Deal, where he explained
the potential of NECPs as a governance
framework to deliver the EU Green Deal
and identified some of the main gaps and
challenges that are still to be addressed.
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Stakeholders input collection

Please summarise the input collected from participants for further use in WP3.

The event had a strong stakeholder participation with the audience asking many
questions to the speakers on both panels.

Questions - first panel
The main issues that sparked the
audience’s interest after the first
panel discussion were:
- The EU Green Deal and the
European Commission’s
impact assessment to
increase the 2030 emission
reduction target.
- Erica Hope from the
European Climate Foundation and Izabela Zygmunt from Polish
Green Network asked Diederik Samsom more details in this regard.
Mr Samsom explained that the European Commission wanted to
deliver the best plan possible and that that was the main objective,
even if it entailed a few months delay on the original schedule.
- The industrial strategy and the circular economy action plan (CEAP) and
the relationship between the two documents.
- A journalist from ENDS Europe and Sabine Frank (CMW Director)
asked the panel clarification questions on this topic.
- From the Commission’s side, Mr Samsom explained that the
industrial strategy and CEAP should be merged in one document
because they represent two sides of the same coin. This required
enhanced coordination among all the relevant departments of the
Commission.
- Martin Porter also stressed the important role that circularity plays
in energy and resource-intensive sectors, where it increases energy
efficiency and reduces emissions. He also explained that standards
should gear towards climate-neutrality and help create lead markets
through public procurement.
- Carbon Border Adjustment
- A representative from Lafarge asked for more details on the
application of such mechanism stating that it would be beneficial to
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companies to make a business case for cleaner products and fair
competition.

Questions - second panel

Due to the more targeted focus of the second panel, questions from the
audience hinged on the relation between the EU Green Deal, the Climate Law
and the next steps in the NECP process.
Questions were asked by T&E Europe, the German environment agency, Polish
Green Network and the European Environmental Bureau.
The answers provided by the panellist, mainly by Ms Pinho were the following:
- The NECPs were meant also as tools to quantify member states’
investment needs but the draft plans showed large inconsistencies and
lack of structure. Member states were encouraged to look into this
element and provide more details in their final plans.
- Clarification on the relationship between Climate Law, EU Green Deal and
Governance Regulation:
● The Energy Union focused on climate and energy even though it had
the potential to touch upon other sectors. At the time, a
step-by-step approach was the only feasible one. The NECPs, as
the core of the Governance Regulation, provide the framework to
report, implement and monitor climate action at the national level.
● The Climate Law looks at 2050 climate neutrality for Europe and
enshrines it into law.
● To fully grasp the link between the 2050 target and where we are
today, we need to look at the 2030 target. 2030 is a path to reach
climate neutrality. The EU Green Deal tells us to increase ambition
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and compared to the Energy Union looks at a broader scope
(agriculture, transport, industry, taxations, investments, etc..)
- Public participation will need to be more stringent and better carried out
in almost all EU member states in future iterations

Summary of the event - Day 2
Date: Wednesday 22nd January 2020
Time: 10:30-14:30
Location: Renewable Energy House, Rue d'Arlon 63, 1040
Bruxelles
Representatives from EU funded projects presented their work, including where
possible some of their main results, and discussed how their future activities
will be plugged in the EU and national political framework, in particular with
regards to the EU Green Deal, National Energy and Climate Plans and the
national Long-Term Strategies.

Each presentation was set up in interview style and was followed up by
questions from the audience.

Objective and main programme point
The project market place was conceived with an aim of connecting different
projects with similar goals in order to create synergies for future work.
Expanding knowledge and learning from other projects was considered
particularly useful in the context of the renewed climate ambition.
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Each invited project gave a short “pitch” to present the scope of the project, and
if the project was already sufficiently advanced, first key results. After the
project pitch, a LIFE PlanUp project partner started the discussion by asking
some questions to the project presenter in a form of a short interview.
Questions were focused on how the project relates to the EU and national
political framework, especially with regard to the National Energy and Climate
Plans, long-term strategies (e.g. building renovation, GHG emission reductions)
and the EU Green Deal. Furthermore, synergies between guest projects and the
LIFE PlanUp were explored in the discussion.
Guest speakers presented their projects as follows:

● Alexandra Papadopoulou, University of Athens - C Track 50 (H2020) ●
●
●

(Presentation)
Mathias Claeys Bouaert, CAN Europe - Network Outreach Coordinator Life Unify (LIFE) - (Presentation)
Arianna Vitali Roscini, BPIE - Senior Project Manager - BuildUpon (H2020) (Presentation)
Tomislav Pukšec, University of Zagreb - Assistant Professor - Pentahelix
(H2020) - (Presentation)
Daniel Becker, Navigant - Director - BEACON (EUKI) - (Presentation)

●
● Jeremie Fosse, Ecounion - Proseu (H2020) - (Presentation)
● Damiano Di Simine - Legambiente - Sharing Cities (H2020) - (Presentation)
Questions discussed with project presenters were:
Pentahelix
● “Your project aims to empower local and regional authorities to contribute
to reach national and EU targets. In what ways can the Pentahelix project
contribute to the ongoing National Energy and Climate Plans process?”
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● “What potential does the Pentahelix process show in being replicated
outside of municipalities (e.g. at national level for updating the NECPs in
the future, or even at EU level for the forthcoming Climate Pact in the
framework of the EU Green Deal)?”
LIFE Unify
We saw that draft NECPs have been quite disappointing in some member
states. “How and why working on programming of the EU funds could
represent an opportunity to increase climate ambition and ensure NECPs
and Long term strategies are fit for the EU Green Deal?”
● “Can you explain more in detail how the pan-EU UNIFY Support Groups
will concretely work?”
●

Proseu
The PROSEU project aims at mainstreaming renewable energy prosumers
through Europe. “To what extent can prosumers help reach national RES
targets in the project’s partner countries?”
● “What are the regulatory/behavioural/economic barriers to the
mainstreaming of renewable energy prosumers?”
●

C-track 50
Your project focuses on multi-level governance. “What are the main
benefits and challenges that you have identified in this area through the
c-track 50 project?”
● “What impact will the enhanced climate ambition at European level have
on regional and local climate and energy planning? What recommendations
would you have for regions and cities going forward?”
●

BEACON
● “How can the BEACON project’s multi-level cooperation focus contribute
to the National Energy and Climate Plans process, especially in the
countries in which the project is active?”
● One of the key sectors that BEACON has focused on is buildings. “With
Member States’ national long-term renovation plans due in March this
year, how can BEACON’s work in this sector support policymakers in
putting forward ambitious renovation plans?”
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Sharing cities
“How does the Sharing Cities project bring together the different actors
involved in a project of this nature, considering it involves several sectors
(transport, buildings)?”
● “What do you see as the natural continuation or next steps for this project
in the future? Would it be expanded to other cities/regions? Or include
other sectors?”
●

Event evaluation by event organiser
The event was extremely well attended.
The quality of the speakers and the
debate exceeded expectations.
Both days of the conference received very
positive feedback.
First major event organised by the PlanUp
team, the conference was well organised
in terms of logistics and content.
The two-day event also served to establish new relations and contacts for the
project moving forward.

Impact follow-up
The high number of participants proved a high level of interest in the event and
the topics addressed. A satisfaction survey was not circulated among attendees.
However, shortly after the event a report including the main takeaways from
the discussion and presentations were made available on the PlanUP website.
The EU Green Deal and NECPs remain critical in the course of 2020. To this aim,
in the framework of the EUSEW, the PlanUP consortium will organise in June
2020 a follow-up event to discuss the developments and implications of the EU
Climate Law on the Governance Regulation and financing opportunities.
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